Abstract -The variation in protein degradation kinetics and effective degradability of ten alfalfa hays was studied to evaluate the prediction of these parameters from chemical composition of the hays. The alfalfa hays were selected on the basis of the stage of maturity to obtain a wide range of variation in their chemical composition. Rumen 
Résumé &mdash; Relations entre la dégradabilité in situ des matières azotées et la composition chimique des foins de luzerne. La variation des cinétiques de [6, 11, 12] , forage species [13, 26] and preservation method [5, 38] . [26] . In an extensive study of 16 alfalfa hays, Von Keyserlingk et al. [38] also detected the existence of a lag time for CP degradation, with apparent values ranging from 0 to 3.15 h. However, in other experiments with alfalfa hays, the existence of a lag time for CP degradation has not been reported [26, 33] . The [35] and soluble protein seems to be relatively rapidly degraded [22] . In [9] using Cr, and Llamas-Lamas and Combs [18] using Yb, La and Cr as markers. On the other hand, lower values were obtained in cows by Ehle [10] with a rich concentrate mixed diet and by Susmel et al. [33] with a forage diet fed to a low plane of nutrition, using, respectively, chopped and unchopped hays labelled with Cr (0.023 and 0.037 h-1 , respectively). The absence of significant differences among outflow rates was also observed by Llamas-Lamas and Combs [18] 
